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themes, the house of Israel being now freed from t-he
barbarism of mediaeval misconception, and judged, like
all other races, by their contributions to the existing
sum of human welfare, and the general infitlence of
race on human action being universally recognised as
the key of history, the difficulty and hazard of touch-
ing for the first time on such topics cannot now be
easily appreciated. But public opinion recognised both
the truth and sincerity of these views, and, with its
sanction, in TANCRED OR THE NEW CRUSADE, the third
portion of the Trilogy, I completed their development.

It will be seen that the general spirit of these pro-
ductions ran counter to the views which had been long
prevalent in England, and which may be popularly,
though not altogether accurately, described as utili-
tarian. They recognised imagination in the government
of nations as a quality not less important than reason
They trusted much, to a popular sentiment, which
rested on an heroic tradition and was sustained by the
high spirit of a free aristocracy. Their economic prin-
ciples were not unsound, but they looked upon the
health and knowledge of the multitude as not the least
precious part of the wealth of nations. In asserting the
doctrine of race, they were entirely opposed to the
equality of man, and similar abstract dogmas, which
have destroyed ancient society without creating a satis-
factory substitute. Resting on popular sympathies and
popular privileges, they held that no society could be
durable unless it was built upon the principles of loyalty
and religious reverence.

The writer and those who acted with him looked,
then, upon the Anglican Church as a main machinery "by